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the directness with which he reached the minds of men lay in
the simplicity and purity of his style; a simplicity that was
the result of the clearness and vigor of his thought, and a
purity that was the result of a highly-cultivated and disci
plined taste.

. Mr. Ticloior observes that, long before Mr. "Webster's re-
turn from Niagara, the country was ringing with the power of
the Bunker-Hill Oration. It was no less rapidly circulated on
the Continent of Europe. General Lafayette wrote to Mr.
"Webster from La Grange : " Your Bunker Hill has been
translated in French and other languages, to the very great
profit of European readers. My gallant and eloquent friend,
Eoy, has lived long enough to enjoy it."* >

The journey to Niagara, mentioned by Mr. Ticknor, oc-
cupied the remaining portion of June and -nearly the whole of
July. The party consisted of Mr. and Mrs. "Webster, Judge
and Mrs. Story, and Miss Buckminster, afterward Mrs. Lee.
JForty-five years ago, when this tour was undertaken, there
was, of course, not a single mile of railway between Boston
and ^Niagara. Mr. "Webster and Ms friends travelled in the
coaches of that period, and in the passenger-boats of the Erie
Oanal, which, saving their slowness, were not a disagreeable
mode of locomotion. At Albany, Mr. "Webster and Judge
Story were invited to meet General Lafayette at a public
dinner, given to him in the capitol; and, in the evening, the
. whole party attended the theatre, where the General was pres-
ent, and remained until he had taken his leave to go on board
a steamer, and descend the river."

> The letters of Mr. "Webster, written from Magara to his
Mends at home, are nearly all embraced in the first volume of
Ms printed correspondence. They were -chiefly addressed to
Mrs. George Blake, to whom he endeavored to impart as
vivid a description of that sublime spectacle as words can
convey. It was the first time he ever looked upon it. The
following passage, in one of his letters to Mrs. Blake, may be
quoted here, as one of the best specimens of his manner of
describing a scene wMch has awakened similar emotions in
all thoughtful minds that have beheld it, while it has per-

1 Correspondence, i., 400.                    s Life of Judge Story, i., 466